Antibodies to ras oncogene p21 proteins lack immunohistochemical specificity for neoplastic epithelium in human prostate tissue.
Increased expression of ras oncogene protein p21 has been claimed to be associated with neoplastic transformation in histochemical studies of prostate and other tissues. Therefore, we evaluated the expression of p21 in formaldehyde-fixed, paraffin-embedded prostatic tissue using a commercially available polyclonal antiserum prepared in sheep. We found no consistent difference in p21 expression between benign and malignant epithelium and no correlation between tumor grade and intensity of p21 staining. Our results do not support the contention that neoplastic transformation of human prostate is associated with a histochemically demonstrable increase in p21 expression.